
Faith and Freedom: The First 
Great Awakening’s Influence on
America’s Founding

Scope & Sequence
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The First Great
Awakening:
Awakening Faith,
Awakening
America

Awakening Hearts:
The Spiritual
Revival That
Shaped America

A Wake-Up Call:
Understanding the
First Great
Awakening

Reviving the Spirit:
Exploring the First
Great Awakening

Awakening Hearts:
The Spiritual
Revival That
Shaped America

From Division to
Unity: The Impact
of the First Great
Awakening

Topic

K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

SSA: The First
Great Awakening

SSA: The First
Great Awakening

SSA: The First
Great Awakening

SSA: The First
Great Awakening

SSA: The First
Great Awakening

LMWL: Awakened
to Freedom: How
the First Great
Awakening
Sparked Self-
Reliance and Self-
Governance

SSA: The First
Great Awakening

LMWL: Building a
Nation: The Four
Cornerstones and
the First Great
Awakening

Video

Activity: Light of
Hope

Activity: City on a
Hill Chorus

Activity: Coloring
Sheet

Activity: Be the
Light of the World!

Activity: Path to
Independence
Walk

Activity: Tracing
Sheet

Assessment:
Thumbs
Up/Thumbs Down
Review

Answer Key:
Thumbs
Up/Thumbs Down

Activity: The Path
from Faith to
Freedom

Activity: From Faith
to Freedom
Scenario Cards

Assessment:
Multiple Choice
Review

Answer Key:
Multiple Choice
Review

Activity: Building a
Strong Community
with Cornerstones

Activity: Extra,
Extra: News about
the First Great
Awakening

Rubric: Extra, Extra

Assessment: First
Great Awakening
Fill-in-the-Blank
Quiz

Answer Key: Fill-in-
the-Blank Quiz

Activity: Student
Text

Activity: Building a
Community with
Core Values

Rubric: Core
Values

Activity:
Comparing the
Preachers of the
First Great
Awakening

Assessment:
Exploring Similes,
Metaphors, and
Oxymorons

Answer Key:
Exploring Similes,
Metaphors, and
Oxymorons

Activity: Student
Text

Activity
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Identify the First
Great Awakening
as a time when
people became
excited about their
faith.
Describe how the
First Great
Awakening helped
people focus on
their beliefs.
Explain that John
Winthrop wanted
the Massachusetts
Bay Colony to be a
good example for
others by working
together and
showing kindness.
Define self-reliance
as taking care of
themselves and
self-government as
making decisions
as a group.
Analyze how
leaders can use
words to help
make the world a
better place.
Understand that
the First Great
Awakening laid the
foundation for the
United States,
influencing how
our government
operates today.

Identify the First
Great Awakening
as a time when
people became
excited about their
faith and came
together as a
community.
Compare how a
colony, which is
ruled by another
country, differs
from a community
where people
choose to work
together for a
common goal.
Describe George
Whitefield and
Jonathan Edwards
and their roles as
preachers who
inspired people to
reconnect with
God.
Explain that the
First Great
Awakening taught
that everyone is
equal before God,
which later
became an
important idea in
the Declaration of
Independence.
Analyze how
leaders can use
words to help
make the world a
better place.
Understand that
faith means
trusting in God,
and it played a
central role in
uniting people
during the First
Great Awakening.

Explain why the
First Great
Awakening was
important as a
revival of faith and
community values
in the colonies.
Interpret John
Winthrop’s idea of
being a “city upon
a hill” and how it
inspired the
colonists to work
together and set a
good example.
Explain how the
First Great
Awakening
encouraged unity
among colonists.
Analyze the role of
George Whitefield
as a preacher
during the First
Great Awakening
and how his
sermons brought
people together.
Summarize
Jonathan Edwards’
message about
God’s love and
forgiveness and
how it inspired
individuals and
communities to
grow closer to
God.
Connect the First
Great Awakening’s
emphasis on
equality and self-
government to the
principles found in
the Declaration of
Independence.

Understand the
concept of the
First Great
Awakening as a
time of religious
revival and unity.
Recognize the
importance of
religious beliefs in
shaping the lives
and communities
of early settlers.
Explain the
significance of
John Winthrop’s
speech and the
idea of being “a
city upon a hill.”
Define the term
“denomination”
and explain how
different Christian
groups in the
colonies practiced
their faith.
Explore how the
concept of unity in
the First Great
Awakening
influenced the
development of
community values.
Identify the role of
faith, liberty, life,
and community as
cornerstones that
guide society.
Understand the
connection
between self-
reliance, self-
government, and
the foundational
values of American
democracy.

Recognize the
historical context
of the First Great
Awakening.
Describe the role
of religious beliefs
in helping settlers
face challenges.
Identify the
meaning of “a city
upon a hill” in
John Winthrop’s
speech.
Understand how
the Bible
influenced early
settlers.
Discuss how the
First Great
Awakening
brought
communities
together through
shared faith.
Identify how the
beliefs of
preachers like
George Whitefield
and Jonathan
Edwards impacted
unity in the
colonies.
Explain the
relationship
between unity,
faith, and
community during
the First Great
Awakening.
Understand the
role of self-reliance
and self-
government in
shaping American
identity.
Discuss the
connection
between the First
Great Awakening
and the founding
principles of
America.

Identify key figures
of the First Great
Awakening, such
as George
Whitefield and
Jonathan Edwards,
and describe their
contributions to
the movement.
Explain how the
First Great
Awakening
encouraged
personal
reflection,
repentance, and
spiritual renewal.
Define and identify
the core values
promoted during
the First Great
Awakening,
including faith,
unity, and
community.
Identify and
explain how the
First Great
Awakening helped
contribute to
values in American
society today.
Compare the
messages of
George Whitefield
and Jonathan
Edwards, using
similes,
metaphors, and
oxymorons to
highlight their
differences and
similarities.
Analyze the lasting
impact of the First
Great Awakening
on American
religious and
political thought.

Objectives

K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th
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Galatians 5:13        John 8:36        Matthew 5:14-16        Romans 12:10 

Understand the Historical Context: Students will be able to explain the significance of the First Great Awakening in
American history and its impact on religious beliefs, community unity, and personal faith.
Connect Faith and Personal Responsibility: Students will recognize how the First Great Awakening emphasized personal
responsibility in one's faith journey and how this concept relates to their own life today.
Understand Key Biblical Principles: Students will interpret key scriptures (Matthew 5:14-16, Romans 12:10, Galatians
5:13, John 8:36) and understand how these teachings relate to the values of the First Great Awakening, such as unity,
love, freedom, and personal transformation.
Analyze the Concept of Unity in Faith: Students will discuss how the First Great Awakening brought diverse
communities together through shared faith, and they will learn how this concept can be applied to their own
communities.
Incorporate Values into Daily Life: Students will apply the principles of faith, unity, and freedom from the First Great
Awakening to their personal lives, reflecting on how these values guide their actions, relationships, and decisions.

Faith
Supplement
(Optional)
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