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Being Unique

TELL Students

Sometimes people are not given the same opportunities because of the way they look, 
talk, or act. It is not right to exclude someone because they look or behave differently 
than we do. We live in a country that has people of all backgrounds. Everyday we 
interact with friends who look differently and like different things than we do. 

That is what makes America a diverse country. 

Being different from one another does not make one person better than the other. Our 
differences are what makes each of us unique. After all, life would be pretty boring if 
we all looked the same way, talked the same way, and did all the same things. You may 
already know this, but this was not always the case for many people living in America a 
long time ago. 

There was a time whenever people were mistreated because they looked different. 
There were even laws in our country that allowed people to have fewer opportunities 
just because of the way they look on the outside. People of certain backgrounds were 
mistreated and if they tried to stand up for themselves they got into trouble. 

One person who was given the opportunity to stand up for equal rights for people of 
all backgrounds was Jackie Robinson. He was not allowed to play baseball in the Major 
League because of his skin color. However, one team, the Brooklyn Dodgers, invited 
him to play on their team anyways because he was so talented. He played so well and 
received so many awards for his amazing baseball skills. We remember him today 
because he was brave and did not let other people who thought less of him stop him 
from doing what he loved.
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Objective: To understand the importance of education in achieving goals. To encourage 
students to set educational goals for themselves. To promote a sense of responsibility for 
their own education.

Materials:
1. Whiteboard or blackboard
2. Markers or chalk
3. Small blank cards or sticky notes
4. Colorful markers, crayons, or colored pencils
5. Poster boards (optional)
6. Educational books or resources (related to different careers, colleges, or universities)

Introduction:
Begin by discussing the concept of goals with the students. Ask questions like:
- What are some dreams or goals you have for your future?
- How can education help you achieve them?

Brainstorming:
- Write the word "Education" on the board and create a mind map with the students.
- Discuss how education is the foundation for achieving various careers and goals. 
- Encourage students to contribute ideas about the different ways education can open doors 
to opportunities.

Dream Builder Pledge:
Explain that students are going to create their own "Dream Builder Pledge." Provide each 
student with a small blank card or sticky note. Ask them to write down one educational goal 
they want to achieve in the future. It could be related to a career they're interested in or a 
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specific skill they want to develop.

Sharing and Discussion:
- Allow each student to share their educational goal with the class. Discuss how they plan 
to achieve it and why it's important to them. Encourage classmates to ask questions and 
offer supportive comments.

Creative Visualization:
- Provide students with colored markers, crayons, or colored pencils. Ask them to create 
a visual representation of their educational goal on the back of their pledge cards or on 
small poster boards. This could include drawings, symbols, or images related to their 
dream.

Display and Reflection:
- Have students display their visual representations around the classroom. Discuss the 
importance of keeping goals visible and how goals can motivate students to work hard. 
Ask questions like: What steps can you take now to work toward your educational goal?
How will you remind yourself to stay focused on your goal?
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