
Jackie Robinson - Kindergarten

Being Unique

TELL Students

Sometimes people are not given the same opportunities because of the way they look, 
talk, or act. It is not right to exclude someone because they look or behave differently 
than we do. We live in a country that has people of all backgrounds. Everyday we 
interact with friends who look differently and like different things than we do. 

That is what makes America a diverse country. 

Being different from one another does not make one person better than the other. Our 
differences are what makes each of us unique. After all, life would be pretty boring if 
we all looked the same way, talked the same way, and did all the same things. You may 
already know this, but this was not always the case for many people living in America a 
long time ago. 

There was a time whenever people were mistreated because they looked different. 
There were even laws in our country that allowed people to have fewer opportunities 
just because of the way they look on the outside. People of certain backgrounds were 
mistreated and if they tried to stand up for themselves they got into trouble. 

One person who was given the opportunity to stand up for equal rights for people of 
all backgrounds was Jackie Robinson. He was not allowed to play baseball in the Major 
League because of his skin color. However, one team, the Brooklyn Dodgers, invited 
him to play on their team anyways because he was so talented. He played so well and 
received so many awards for his amazing baseball skills. We remember him today 
because he was brave and did not let other people who thought less of him stop him 
from doing what he loved.
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Objective: To introduce second grade students to the life and values of Booker T. 
Washington. To explore his inspirational quotes and encourage discussion about the 
relationship between hard work, education and success.

Materials:
- Quotes from Booker T. Washington (printed on colorful cards).
- Markers, crayons, scissors, glue, tissue paper, beads (any other available art materials).
- Blank sheets of paper.
- Small prizes or stickers (optional).

Introduction:
- Begin by briefly discussing Booker T. Washington and why he is important.
- Show students images from today’s lesson and ask them to recall what they learned about 
Booker T. Washington from the video.

Discussion:
- Engage students in a think-pair-share. Write the following questions on the board. Ask 
students to think about each question, discuss each with a neighbor and then discuss as a 
whole class. 
 - What did Booker T. Washington believe in?
 - Why is education important?
 - Have you ever had to work hard to learn something new?

Inspiring Quotes Activity:
- Introduce a few quotes from Booker T. Washington, such as:
 - Nothing ever comes to one, that is worth having, except as a result of hard work.
 - If you want to lift yourself up, lift up someone else.
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 - Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in   
 life as by the obstacles which he has overcome.
 - Excellence is to do a common thing in an uncommon way.
 - Character is power.
 - If you can't read, it's going to be hard to realize dreams.

Class Discussion:
- Discuss the meaning of each quote with the class. Encourage students to share their 
interpretations and relate the quotes to their own lives.
- Ask students if they have faced any obstacles in their learning journey and how they 
overcame them.

Artistic Expression:
- Provide each student with a blank sheet of paper, markers, crayons, beads, glue, 
scissors, tissue paper and any other available art supplies. 
- Ask students to choose one of Booker T. Washington's quotes and create an artistic 
representation of it.
- Have students write their quote on their paper.
- Allow students to share their artwork with the class and explain why they chose their 
quote.

Conclusion:
- Summarize the lesson by reinforcing the values of hard work, perseverance, and the 
importance of education as emphasized by Booker T. Washington.
- Create a “Wall of Inspiration” using each student’s art. Encourage students to look at 
and remember Booker T. Washington’s message throughout the week. 
- Encourage students to remember these values and apply them in their own lives.
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