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Students will be able to:
Name the ship the Pilgrims took to the New World.

Describe the voyage the Pilgrims took to reach the New World.

Learning Objectives

•
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Pilgrim Life and Thanksgiving - 2nd Grade

Key Terms
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Native American - the first people to live in North and South America before Europeans arrived.

New World - early America.

Pilgrims - early settlers who traveled from Europe to North America on a ship called the Mayflower.

Plymouth - the site of the colony founded in 1620 by the Mayflower Pilgrims.

textiles - cloth materials.

Thanksgiving - a national holiday in November to give thanks for blessings and harvest.

voyage - a long journey.

Mayflower - the ship the Pilgrims boarded for their historic voyage across the Atlantic Ocean.
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Introduction

ASK Students
Have you ever moved to a new home or town?
If you have not moved homes, think about moving to a new class in your school 
each year. What did you first explore in this new place? 

How long did it take to make new friends? 
What was it like to move? Was it scary? Or fun?

(allow students to respond)
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TELL Students
The Pilgrims moved to a new home. They were unhappy in England so they 
moved to the Netherlands. Later, some of the Pilgrims moved to the New World. 

Let’s learn about their journey!

Scan Me!
Learn More with Liberty

WATCH
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TELL Students

Before coming to America, the Pilgrims left England and traveled to the 
Netherlands in 1608. Despite having the freedom to worship as they pleased in 
the Netherlands, life was difficult and they were unhappy. They lived in poverty 
while working in the textile industry. Many parents were concerned their children 
would not learn their English language and culture.

After more than ten years in the Netherlands, some of the Pilgrims decided to 
move again. However, they were still looking for a place where they could live 
and worship freely. So, in 1620, the Pilgrims boarded the Mayflower in England 
and set off for the New World. Their voyage would last more than two months and 
would be very difficult. The ship had just over 100 men, women, and children. 
Some of them were searching for religious freedom, while others left in search of 
economic opportunities.

Pilgrim Life and Thanksgiving - 2nd Grade

Lesson
The Pilgrims & The Mayflower



W W W . L I T T L E P A T R I O T S L E A R N I N G . C O M C O U R S E  2

TELL Students

Aboard the Mayflower, the Pilgrims sat below deck and rarely went outside. The 
Mayflower went through a really bad storm that blew them off course, which 
brought them to Plymouth (in present-day Massachusetts). The first winter they 
experienced was very dangerous. The lack of good food and the bad diseases 
led to the death of more than half of the original Pilgrims who were aboard the 
Mayflower.

Even though this sounds like a horrible experience, it was not long before the 
Pilgrims got help from the Native Americans and were able to survive in the New 
World. Ultimately this partnership led to the first Thanksgiving.

Pilgrim Life and Thanksgiving - 2nd Grade

Lesson
The Pilgrims & The Mayflower

REFLECTIONS
What role did the Pilgrims’ faith play 
in their journey to the New World?
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Flash Cards
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Flash Cards
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Pilgrim Life and Thanksgiving

Rainbow of Facts
Directions: Cut out the cloud. Color the picture of the Mayflower. Color every strip a 
different color using markers. On each of the six strips, write one fact about the Pilgrim’s 
journey aboard the Mayflower. Glue or tape the strips to the back of the cloud to create a 
rainbow of facts. 

 the  mayflower
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Assessment
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Assessment Key
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Pilgrim Life and Thanksgiving
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